Woodbridge Choral Society

Annelies
by James Whitbourn

Saturday 6th November 7.30pm
St Mary's Church Woodbridge
Conducted by Andrew Leach
woodbridgechoralsociety.org
Registered charity number 276627

RACALIA
ORGANIC
EXTRA VIRGIN
OLIVE OIL

Available from the Grange Farm Shop, Snape Maltings &
Springside, Melton Rd, Woodbridge. Made in Western Sicily Lorem ipsum
where some of the world’s finest olive oil comes from.

For more information visit
www.racalia.com

It tastes like olive oil should!

New in music from

SPECIAL OFFER: SAVE 35%
ERNEST JOHN
MOERAN
His Life and Music
IAN MAXWELL
This long-awaited study
of the life and music of
Anglo-Irish composer
Ernest John Moeran
(1894-1950) finally
provides a full biography of the last senior
figure in early twentieth-century British Music
to have been without one.
June 2021, £45 Offer price: £29.25
ISBN: 978 1 78327 601 1
375pp, 9 b/w & 62 line illus., Hardback

GERALD FINZI’S
LETTERS, 1915-1956
Edited by DIANA
MCVEAGH
This fully annotated
edition of more than 1600
letters from and to Gerald
Finzi spans the composer’s life from ca. the early 1920s up until his
untimely death in 1956.
May 2021, £70 Offer price: £45.50
ISBN: 978 1 78327 572 4
1080pp, 34 b/w illus., Hardback

THE MUSIC OF
FREDERICK DELIUS
Style, Form and Ethos
JEREMY DIBBLE
This book examines
Delius’s individual
approaches to genre, form,
harmony, orchestration
and literary texts which
gave the composer’s musical style such a unique
voice.
June 2021, £40 Offer price: £26
ISBN: 978 1 78327 577 9
564pp, 30 b/w & 172 line illus., Hardback

Order online at www.boydellandbrewer.com w/ promo code BB135 •
Offer expires 31 December 2021 • 01243 843 291 • customer@wiley.com

Plan ahead for Christmas...

We think we have it covered with something for everyone.
All you need to do is book.
Christmas Party Nights

Children’s Disco

Festive Lunch

Christmas Day Lunch

Private Parties

Boxing Day Lunch

New Year’s Eve Family Disco

New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner

Why not stay overnight in one of our lovely rooms?
t 01394 383555 ext. 300

w www.uffordpark.co.uk

Yarmouth Road |Woodbridge |Suffolk| IP12 1QW

Woodbridge
Choral Society

If you’re considering moving
or would like some advice, pop in
and see us at Nunn’s Mill and find out why
clients regularly give us five star reviews.

Residential Sales Lettings Commercial Property
Surveyors Farms & Estates Water & Leisure
fennwright.co.uk/woodbridge
01394 333346

Woodbridge Choral Society

Annelies
by
James Whitbourn

Soprano: Sarah Gabriel
Clarinet: Claire Baughan
Violin: Greg Eaton
Cello: Hattie Bennett
Piano: Peter Willsher
Conductor: Andrew Leach

We would like to dedicate this performance to
all those who have been persecuted,
suffered or have died as a result of
religious or racial intolerance.
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James Whitbourn
James Whitbourn was born in 1963 in Kent and
is a graduate of Magdalen College, Oxford.
Described by The Observer as ‘a truly original
communicator in modern British choral music’,
he began his career in the BBC, for whom he
has worked as composer, conductor, producer
and presenter.
He is now Senior Research Fellow at St Stephen’s House, Oxford, a
member of the Faculty of Music in the University of Oxford and
Director of Music at St Edmund Hall, Oxford.
Annelies is James Whitbourn’s largest composition and is the first
major choral setting based on The Diary of Anne Frank in a new
translation by Melanie Challenger. Annelies received its première
in 2005 at the Cadogan Hall, London.
We shall be performing the chamber music version (clarinet, violin,
cello and piano), which was first performed in The Hague,
Netherlands on what would have been Anne Frank’s 80th birthday
in 2009. This is the same combination of instruments that Messiaen
used for his Quartet for the End of Time, first performed in a
concentration camp in 1941. There is one soprano soloist, who is
effectively the voice of Anne. The music is accessible, moving and
effective, and gritty when the text demands.
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We originally intended to perform Annelies in November 2019, to
mark the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camps.
A member of Princeton Pro Musica, whose performance of Annelies
on 15 March 2019 had to be cancelled, wrote:
‘The indomitable optimism of youth is our hope.
And so: How Can I/We Keep From Singing?’
Anne Frank wrote:

‘As long as this exists, this sunshine and this cloudless sky,
how can I be sad?’ (23 February 1944)
‘Where there’s hope, there’s life. It fills us with fresh courage and
makes us strong again’ (6 June 1944)
Andrew Leach
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Welcome back
Thanks for bringing joy
to us all again
Woodbridge Greengrocers
The Turban Centre
Woodbridge
IP12 1DE
01394 386298

Annelies by James Whitbourn
Libretto by Melanie Challenger
(excerpts below)
1. Introit - prelude
2. The capture foretold
Up above you can hear the breathing, eight pounding hearts,
footsteps on the stairs, a rattling on the bookcase.
Doors slammed! Suddenly, a couple of bangs. (11th April 1944)
3. The plan to go into hiding
When would we go into hiding? Where would we hide?...
Ik zal, hoop ik, aan jou alles kunnen toevertrouwen….
(I hope that I will be able to confide in you as I never could in anyone
before, and I hope that you will be a great support to me.) (July 1942)
4. The last night at home and arrival at the Annexe
My last night in my own bed. A warm rain fell...
We arrived at Prinsengracht, led through the long passage and
up the wooden staircase to the Annexe…. (July 1942)
We’re Jews in chains…. We must be brave and trust in God.
(11th April 1944)
5. Life in hiding
The days here are very quiet.
Having to sit still all day and not say a word.
On ordin’ry days we speak in a whisper….
They have no coats, no socks, no caps and no-one to help
them….One day we will be people again, and not just Jews.
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6. Courage
If you become part of the suffering, you’d be entirely lost.
Der Winter ist vergangen. Ich seh’ des Maien Schein; Ich seh’
die Blümlein prangen; Des ist mein Herz erfreut. Da singt Frau
Nachtigalle Und manch’ Waldvogelein.
(The winter is over. I see the light of May; I see blossoms everywhere;
and my heart is pleased. There sings the nightingale and the small
forest birds.)
[This was originally a Dutch song that became popular in Germany
in the seventeenth century.]
7. Fear of capture and the second break-in
In the evenings, when it’s dark, lines of good innocent people
and crying children walk on and on, ordered by men who
bully and beat them...Westerbork!
[Westerbork was the transit camp to which the Frank family was
later sent, on the way to Auschwitz-Birkenau….]
In my imagination, the man kept growing and growing, until
he became the cruellest fascist in the world.
8. Sinfonia (Kyrie)
Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy). Help us. Rescue us from this
hell. We must be brave and trust in God.
9. The Dream
Last night, just as I was falling asleep, an old friend appeared
before me. Anne, why have you deserted me? Help me! Rescue
me from this hell!
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10. Devastation of the outside world
On Sunday, Amsterdam was bombed. (19th July 1943) The
planes dived and climbed. The air was abuzz with the drone
of engines... The streets are in ruins, countless are wounded…
Let me out, where there’s fresh air and laughter.

11. Passing of time
The years went by. There’s a saying: 'Time heals all wounds.'
That’s how it was with me until one day I saw my face in the
mirror. It looked so different.
12. The hope of liberation and a spring awakening
This is D-Day. (6th June 1944) Fighting will come, but after this
the victory! Eleven thousand planes, four thousand boats, is
this the beginning of the long-awaited liberation? …
Ich danke dir für all das Gute und Liebe und Schöne.
(Thank you, God, for all that is good and dear and beautiful.)
13. The capture and the concentration camp
On 4th August 1944, a car pulled up at Prinsengracht...
There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
14. Anne’s meditation
I see the world being slowly turned into a wilderness. I hear
the approaching thunder, that one day will destroy us too.
And yet, when I look at the sky, I feel that everything will
change for the better. (15th July, 1944)
Whenever you feel lonely or sad, try going to the loft on a
beautiful day and looking at the sky.
As long as you can look fearlessly at the sky, you’ll know you
are pure within. (23rd February 1944)
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Sarah Gabriel - Soprano
Sarah was taught music by Andrew
Leach before reading English at
Cambridge. She made her US
debut conducted by Lorin Maazel,
singing Lucy Lockit in Britten’s
The Beggar’s Opera, and her
European debut as Eliza Doolittle
in Robert Carsen’s triumphant
production of My Fair Lady at
Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris.
Sarah has given recitals of music spanning 400 years at Wigmore
Hall, Glyndebourne, Dartington and Cheltenham International
Festivals and has broadcast for BBC2, BBC Radio 3, 4, and 6, NPR
(USA), RTÉ, France Musique, and Radio France. Recent world
premières include The Midnight Bell – music by Terry Davies for
Matthew Bourne’s acclaimed new dance show.
As a writer, Sarah’s plays include A House on Middagh Street
(Aldeburgh Festival) and Dorothy Parker Takes a Trip
(Oxford Playhouse).
www.sarahgabriel.eu @hmmsarahgabriel
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Claire Baughan - Clarinet
Claire’s musical career began at the Royal College
of Music where she won the Joan Weller
Composition Prize and the Angela Bull Memorial
Prize. She then read music at St Catherine’s
College, Oxford. After gaining her ARCM, Claire
was awarded MMus in composition at the Royal
College of Music and was the recipient of the PRS
Arthur Bliss scholarship.
Claire has been co-principal clarinet of Kensington Symphony
Orchestra for many years, performing concerts at many London
venues. She co-founded the Blaze Ensemble, currently in its 25th
Anniversary Season, performing chamber music concerts at wellknown venues including St James’s Piccadilly and St Martin-in-theFields. Claire has also worked for many years as a music producer
for film, television and commercials. Locally, Claire performs with
the Suffolk Ensemble and she teaches clarinet at Ipswich School,
Royal Hospital School and Framlingham College.

Greg Eaton - Violin
Greg studied music at Colchester Institute and
then Trinity College of Music, London. He has
been a freelancing violinist and violist since 1994,
both in London and locally. He leads several local
orchestras and ensembles and performs with
many others. Greg regularly coaches for the Essex
Youth Orchestra. He is in demand as an arranger,
and his arrangements as well as original works
are performed worldwide.
Greg also enjoys a thriving teaching schedule and holds posts
teaching violin, viola and piano at Colchester Royal Grammar
School, Ipswich School, Littlegarth, Holmwood House, Colchester
High School and Suffolk One.
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Harriet Bennett - Cello
Harriet grew up in Manchester, where both
parents played in the Halle Orchestra. Her early
lessons were with her cellist father, Paul Ward. In
her teens she played in a piano trio with brother
Nicholas Ward, struggling to keep up!
She studied at the Royal Northern College and
later at the Royal Academy of Music. On joining
the Landolfi Quartet at the age of 40 she studied with Bernard
Richards, having spent a large amount of the preceding years
playing in the theatre. A busy career ensued including orchestral,
chamber and solo work. She has also taught extensively, including at
Colchester Institute, in many schools and privately.
Harriet lives at Felixstowe Ferry where she runs the Music in
Felixstowe concert series with the aim of providing high quality
professional music in Felixstowe.

Peter Willsher - Piano
Peter’s interest in music was fired when, as a boy,
he was privileged to play the piano at the
Aldeburgh Festival under the baton of Benjamin
Britten. He then studied for his first degree at the
Colchester Institute and gained MMus in
Musicology at King's College London. Later, he
was guest pianist for the Wolsey Orchestra
performances of the Barber violin concerto and
Rachmaninov Symphonic Dances. He now
regularly works with Britten-Pears alumnus bass-baritone Brian
White, performing Schubert's Winterreise, Schumann's Dichterliebe
and recitals of English song.
In recent years he has also been much in demand as an accompanist.
He was Music Co-ordinator and an official accompanist for the
Suffolk Festival of the Performing Arts. He is the regular
accompanist for Woodbridge Choral Society, performing in many of
their concerts and those of the Phoenix Singers and Orwell Park Choir.
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Andrew Leach Conductor
Andrew has been the conductor of Woodbridge
Choral Society since 1997, presenting many
concerts over the years including two at Snape
Maltings in 2018: Verdi’s Requiem in April and
Britten’s War Requiem in November. He is also a
pianist, organist, accompanist, composer and
chairman of Ipswich Chamber Music Society.
Over the last few years he has been musical director of three operas
performed in Woodbridge: The King’s River, a community opera by
Jana Rowland; L’elisir d’amore; and
The Magic Flute.
Andrew was a music scholar at King's College, Cambridge and
studied piano with Dennis Murdoch at the Royal Academy of
Music.
Since retiring as a school Director of Music, latterly at Ipswich
School, he has been able to devote more time to solo piano recitals,
chamber music and accompanying. Performances this year have
included: Shostakovich’s Cello Sonata with Melanie Woodcock,
piano recitals at St Edmundsbury Cathedral and St Mary-le-Tower
Ipswich, Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Concerto with Lavenham
Sinfonia and a Words and Music programme with Catherine Bott.
Future plans include accompanying Zoe Todd (mezzo-soprano) and
Yalda Davis (cello).
Andrew likes to cycle to musical gigs wherever possible and in his
spare time he enjoys walking, especially up the Scottish hills.

17

WCS singers this evening
Soprano
Gillian Barella
Jacqui Boynton
Valerie Chennell-Wood
Alison de Zoete
Julia Elgar
Sharon Farthing
Tricia Findley
Diana Foster
Dawn Gilmour
Jane Hall
Vivien Hinton
Sue Leslie
Catherine Reeves
Nina Robinson
Monika Rohtla
Sue Smith-Lyte
Tricia Turner
Jenny White
Sara Woolstencroft

Alto
Jenny Auber
Julie Barrett
Nicky Bridgland
Monica Brown
Paula Chillingworth
Amanda Clayton
Elizabeth Constable
Joanna Crowe
Emma Currie
Ria Hunt
Julia Longe
Peppy Macdonald
Jo Martin
Susan Morton
Betsy Reid
Janet Sparrow
Clare Walker
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Tenor
Bill Brammar
Peter Bridle
John Foster
Colin Palmer
Sam Shannon
Hilli Thompson
Bass
Tim Bleakley
Peter Clay
Neil Clayton
Stephen David
Roger Goffee
Monty Guest
Ian Kegel
Henning Sieverts
Eric Thorndike
William Wickham

Woodbridge Choral Society
Registered Charity No. 276627

Officials of the Choral Society
President: Julian A C Royle
Musical Director: Andrew Leach
Accompanist: Peter Willsher
Woodbridge Choral Society is a long-established local choir. We are an
amateur choir, generally performing with professional soloists and
orchestras, and we aim to sing a wide variety of choral music, both
traditional and modern. This year, for example, as well as Annelies this
evening, we will perform excerpts from Handel’s Messiah on 11th
December here in St Mary’s, and Mendelssohn’s Elijah in April 2022 at
Snape Maltings. We do hope that you will join us for those concerts too.

Friends of the Choral Society
Mr & Mrs Brian Annis; Mrs Christiane Bowles; Mrs Lynne Brammar;
Mrs Sally Brown; Mr Paul Fincham; Mr David Findley; Brenda Kegel;
Malcolm & Hattie Read; Brigid Reeve; Mr & Mrs Julian Royle;
Mrs Barbara Sieverts; Mary Beth Skellorn; Dr Robert Tate;
Kathy & Alan Vaughan; Paul & Stephanie Walker; Mrs Jean Waller;
Lesley Yeung.

Committee
Thomas Yeung; Jane Hall; John Foster; Sara Woolstencroft; Ian Kegel;
William Wickham; Ken Odam; Joanna Crowe; Dawn Gilmour;
Tricia Findley; David Pearce.

Voice Captains
Gillian Barella (Sopranos); Nicky Bridgland (Altos);
Chris Heptinstall (Tenors); Peter Clay (Basses).

Acknowledgements
We are grateful for the support of our advertisers and all of you in our
audience tonight. Many thanks.
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Mendelssohn

ELIJAH
Woodbridge Choral Society
Kingfisher Sinfonia
Saturday 2nd April 2022
Snape Maltings Concert Hall

-1-

Sing with us!
If you have been inspired by the performance today, and are interested
in being part of a friendly and thriving choir, why not come along to a
rehearsal and see how you get on? You will be made very welcome.
We do not expect new members to undergo auditions; the only
requirement is a desire to learn and sing wonderful music in
magnificent surroundings. Who knows, you could be embarking on a
new, challenging, but immensely rewarding chapter in your life!
Further information about the choir can be found on our website:
www.woodbridgechoralsociety.org.
Thomas Yeung, Chairman

Friends of Woodbridge Choral Society
If you would like to offer further support you could consider becoming
a Friend. Please contact Dawn Gilmour for further information.
(friendssecretary@woodbridgechoralsociety.org)
Woodbridge Choral Society is a member of Making
Music, The National Federation of Music Societies.
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